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“Science flourishes on criticism.

Dangerous propaganda crumbles before it.”
—Alfred McLung Lee & Elizabeth Bryant Lee
The Fine Art of Propaganda

1939



Preface

It began with the Gulf War.

As an immigrant whose first formal education was at Woodstock—
an American school in India, a graduate of St. Stephens College, New
Delhi and the University of Oklahoma, I witnessed the Watergate
hearings, but had little interest in politics or history. It never occurred
to me to question the credibility of U.S. news media, but media cover-
age of the 1991 Gulf War left me with a host of unanswered questions.

The more I read the more questions I had. Over the next few years
I began to realize that the media were presenting half truths and
distortions designed to support U.S. positions. The media seemed to be
acting as public relations firms for the U.S.

I began feeling the urge to present an alternative view, and started
contributing to a Washington area newspaper—Eastern Times.

Eventually, the desire to reach a broader audience led to the
founding in 1995 of The Wisdom Fund, and the setting-up of it’s web
site at www.twf.org.

The War on Islam is based upon the articles I wrote for The
Wisdom Fund. As such, while some repetition is inevitable, the
individual chapters—which serve as an antidote to the less than
balanced coverage of events by U.S. news media—may be read in any
order, and are written to appeal to a wider audience than the typical
book on these subjects.

Hopefully, these glimpses of the war on Islam (and for the non-
Muslim, a glimpse of Islam) will awaken concerned Americans and
Muslims to the tactics used to divide us. Such understanding may move
us closer to our goal of justice and peace for all.

For the reader who seldom ventures beyond major news media, this
book promises a journey through new, and often disturbing, terrain.

This 5th edition of The War on Islam—in which I challenge the
official position on 9/11—may cause some readers to dismiss it as “con-
spiracy theory.” I am prepared to debate the issue.

Enver Masud
January 1, 2010



“Newsrooms that do not reflect America’s diversity
do their readers an injustice.

They fail to tell the stories of its citizens,

they give readers a distorted image of themselves and
they grossly twist the reality of minority groups.”
—Dorothy Gilliam, The Washington Post

December 20, 1997
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THEWAR ON ISLAM

March 1, 1991
The Holocaust

January 16, 1991 marks the beginning of the darkest forty-three
days in recent American history.

On this day, the United States and its allies, began the systematic
destruction of a country whose defense spending was about one percent
that of the U.S. In the next forty-three days the guardians of the
“civilized world” would kill a hundred thousand men, women, and
children, wound a million more, and destroy $200 billion worth of
property in the cradle of civilization.

Their cause was “just.” They were after the new Hitler. Never mind
that until August 1990, this Hitler was their ally in the war with Iran.
Never mind that President Saddam Hussein, by no means admired by
many of his own people, was not nearly the worst of his breed.

And, of course, oil and the intractable problems at home had
nothing to do with it. President George Bush proclaimed a New World
Order. Or was it merely old world imperialism? Divide, conquer,
plunder, and keep the natives in their place.

The invasion of Kuwait was wrong. Iraq should have settled its
dispute with Kuwait peacefully. But was the nature and scale of the
U.S. response—sanctioned by a United Nations bullied and bribed into
submission—proportionate to the atrocities committed by Iraq?

Having stalemated the United Nations for years, the United States
in its newly found zeal, led the western crusade to rid the world of
Saddam Hussein.
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Never mind that it was silent when Israel bombed Iraq in 1981.
Never mind the 23-year occupation by Israel of the West Bank. Never
mind all the other atrocities which Amnesty International has reported
year after year. Saddam Hussein became the monster that had to be
beheaded.

The vast majority in the western world applauded, as they viewed
the real life Nintendo game on their television screens. Never mind that
lost in the fog of “precision” laser bombing were thousands of innocent
men, women and children.

Never mind that the United Nations resolution called only for re-
moving Iraq from Kuwait. While babies in Iraq went without milk, the
armchair Rambos, ensconced before their television screens, smelled
blood. They howled for going all the way to Baghdad.

They were comforted by an American president who assured them
that the United States had no gripe with the Iragi people. They were
only after that new Hitler. Tell that to those Iraqi people who will live
with the wounds of war for generations to come.

But a brave minority kept alive the flame of freedom and justice.
For upholding the right to free speech, and protesting President Bush’s
relentless rush to war, they were labeled unpatriotic. This minority did
not forget the principles of the founding fathers, and the siren song of
freedom that brought their forefathers past the Statue of Liberty.

This minority realized the horrors being committed, and may yet
awaken America’s conscience, so that freedom and justice for all are the
principles which guide us in our dealings with nations and people ev-
erywhere.

So while we revel in the euphoria of an unprecedented victory, let
us not forget the holocaust in Iraq.

[According to Dr. Gideon Polya, it was to the World War II Bengal Famine that
the word “Holocaust” was first applied—in Churchill’s Blind-Spot: India (New Book
Company, Bombay, 1944) by Narayan Gopal Jog.]

[During the 1989 U.S. invasion of Panama 2,500 to 4,000 Panamanians died—
about ten times the number who died during Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait.]

[Mr. Hussein “was also quietly assured by the United States that it would have
no objection to his claiming his prize—Kuwait—once he defeated Iran. The assur-

ances were very quiet and very deniable.”—George Friedman, Americas Secret War:
Inside the Hidden Worldwide Struggle Between the United States and Its Enemies, p. 20]
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October 1, 1991
United Nations of America?

The haste with which the United Nations Security Council passed
Resolution 678 authorizing the use of force against Iraq, and its actions
since the end of this round of fighting in the Gulf, leave little doubt as
to who is setting UN policy and objectives.

The UN actions in the Gulf contrast sharply with UN inaction on
other long-standing disputes such as those over Kashmir, Lebanon, and
Palestine, which have been allowed to fester despite the passage of UN
resolutions. To an unbiased observer it should be obvious that a double
standard is at work where the UN and the United States are concerned.

The prostitution of the UN to the wishes of one superpower, en-
dangers the very foundation on which the UN was conceived. It inspires
little confidence in less powerful nations when one sees the world’s
nuclear superpowers, which among them have over forty thousand
nuclear warheads, rail sanctimoniously against weaker nations such as
Iraq, India, and Pakistan for even attempting to build a single nuclear
warhead.

And nothing is said of the state of Israel, imposed upon the Middle
East by the colonial powers of the West, which is the major source of
instability in the Middle East. Israel’s nuclear arsenal is not even ac-
knowledged, while a Muslim nation is humiliated by the U.S. led UN
searching for evidence of Iraq’s nuclear program.

Of course the U.S. has always had a powerful voice in the UN.
However, with the collapse of the Soviet Union the system of checks
and balances, without which no organization can function effectively,
has also collapsed. The UN Security Council has become little more
than an extension of the U.S. Department of State.

That may be good for the U.S. in the short run. But in the long
run, the transformation of the UN into a new “United Nations of
America” may not serve the needs of any nation.

[During 2001, the U.S. stood alone when large numbers of nations concluded
accords on such issues as global warming, arms control, germ warfare, and tax havens.

It threatened to withdraw from the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, and stifled discussion
of slavery, racism, and zionism at an international conference in South Africa.]
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June 1, 1994
The Third Wave and the New World Order

A new world order is emerging which has little to do with the pro-
fessed ideology of nations, but is based primarily upon countries’ states
of technological development.

Writing in War And Anti-War, renowned futurists Alvin and Heidi
Toffler, define three levels of technological development, the First, Sec-
ond, and Third Wave, corresponding to countries reaching the heights
of the Agricultural Age, the Industrial Age, and the Information Age.
The term wave is used because like a wave there occurs a gradual buildup
in technological development which reaches a crest, and is followed by
another wave.

While many countries have experienced the First and Second Wave,
only a few countries like the United States and Japan are at the stage
where the Third Wave has begun to be experienced. That is not to say
that many other countries have not entered the Information Age. How-
ever, these countries are only experiencing the gradual buildup of
information technology, but not the crest which marks the wave ap-
proaching it’s peak. While other countries are building industries, many
industries in the U.S. are in decline. Increasingly, wealth in the U.S. is
being created in the information technologies and services sector.

Third Wave countries are characterized by organizations which are
decentralized, have few layers, are task oriented or matrix instead of
hierarchical, are highly dependent on sophisticated information and
communications systems in which communications flow not only from
top to bottom, but also from bottom to top and sideways. Organiza-
tions in the U.S. are going through a re-engineering process and are
emerging leaner, more efficient, and more effective. The U.S. armed
forces are no exception to this trend.

The relevance of the First, Second, and Third Wave, according to
the Tofflers, is that the way nations make wealth parallels the way they
make war. The Gulf War marked the first test of the $200 billion U.S.
space machine. It was the first major instance where combat forces were
deployed, sustained, commanded, and controlled through satellite com-
munications.
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Virtually the first shot fired by the U.S. knocked out Iraq’s informa-
tion and communication capabilities. After knocking out Iraq’s southern
radar defenses, Iraq’s electrical systems were crippled with (then secret)
bombs that dispersed thousands of carbon filaments to short circuit
transmission lines. In essence, the war was over in the first few hours.
The importance of information and communications during the Gulf
War is underscored by the fact that these systems involved 12 commer-
cial satellites, 118 mobile ground stations, which handled up to 700,000
telephone calls and 152,000 messages per day!

Third Wave capabilities open up entirely new vistas of war making
and terrorism. Increasingly, the emphasis in war will be on the acquisi-
tion and use of information, the disruption of the enemy’s information
and communication capabilities, and in disinformation necessary for
public support. Terrorists will have new tools at their disposal. Imagine
the havoc which would have been created at the World Trade Center if
at the height of the Gulf War, instead of a bomb, terrorists were able to
disrupt communications with an electromagnetic pulse. The world’s
financial markets would have been in disarray, and it may have altered
the course of the Gulf War. Despite the euphoria that followed the fall
of the Iron Curtain, the reasons for war have not changed. Nations
make war, as they have throughout history, to acquire resources, to ac-
quire markets, and to acquire allies who will aid in acquiring resources
or markets.

Yesterday, historically speaking, the Americas were conquered and
native populations decimated to acquire wealth for the Europeans. The
British, having nothing the Chinese wanted, forced India, conquered
for its spices to grow opium, and forced China to buy the opium. To-
day, the U.S. and Western Europe with the aid of Egypt, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, and others fight the Gulf War to maintain control of
low-priced, Middle-East oil. The historical reasons for war have not
changed; only the methods for fighting war, and for numbing the pub-
lic to the morality of war, have evolved.

Naturally, Third Wave nations will attempt to maintain their supe-
riority both in making wealth and making war. While we hear talk of
nuclear nonproliferation, and limits on missile capabilities and chemi-
cal and biological warfare corresponding to Second Wave technologies,
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there is much less talk of the nonproliferation of Third Wave war mak-
ing technologies. Moreover, unlike Second Wave technologies, Third
Wave technologies are predominantly dual use. That is they can be used
both for war and peaceful purposes. Third Wave countries, while in-
creasing their lead in Third Wave technologies, will increasingly favor
the dismantling or dumping of Second Wave war making technologies.
They will attempt to dump Second Wave technologies upon First and
Second Wave countries, thereby assuring the latter’s continued weak-
ness and depletion of wealth, while assuring Third Wave countries’ access
to First and Second Wave countries’ markets and resources.

Second Wave countries may be better off developing or buying more
Third Wave weaponry instead of Second Wave weaponry. The example
of India’s worldwide superiority in Unix may be worth following. India
became a world leader in Unix software by essentially skipping the main-
frame computer revolution, and moving directly to personal and
distributed computing. Can a country entering the industrial age, by
selective development, skip the Second Wave, and move toward the
Third Wave thereby becoming a world power?

The alliances resulting from the way countries make both wealth
and war are creating a New World Order which trisects the world into
countries aligned by their having attained First, Second, and Third Wave
capabilities. This New World Order is defined more by a nation’s tech-
nological achievements, and less by its professed ideology.

April 23, 1995
Oklahoma City Bombing: News Media Fail Journalism 101

Within an hour of the bombing of the Murrah Building in Okla-
homa City, former Congressman Dave McCurdy was on CBS talking
about “very clear evidence of fundamentalist Islamic terrorist groups.”
The media, including CNN, joined in the fray.

Responsible Federal law enforcement officials were, however, more
circumspect. They were cited on the front page of the New York Times
of April 20 as stating that they “had no suspect,” and that investigators
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“did not know whether the bombers were domestic or international
terrorists.”

But the damage had been done. Muslims became the target of ha-
rassment, threats, and vandalism.

News media coverage of Islam and Muslims fails Journalism 101.
Journalists are trained to report the who, what, when, where, why, and
how of stories. The “who” in stories of Christians and Jews is a human
being, often described by friends, family, teachers, neighbors, if relevant
to the story. Very seldom is their religion mentioned. In the case of
Muslims, religion is invariably mentioned, and it is about the only thing
mentioned of this “other” being. In the case of Christians and Jews,
there is usually much discussion of “why” the person did what he or she
did. In the case of Muslims, all the reader is told is that the person was
a militant, or extremist, or fundamentalist, as if that were sufficient
explanation.

The media appear to have excruciating difficulty writing about
Muslims without mentioning their religion. In “Through the Minefield
of Political Islam,” Washington Post, March 31, 1995, Stephen S.
Rosenfeld describes his difficulties in writing about Muslims and Islam.
He has no such difficulty in writing about other faiths. Why not write
about Muslims and Islam, the same way in which one writes about
Christians and Christianity?

Following the capture of an alleged Oklahoma City bomber, the
Washington Post, April 22, 1995, carried a story titled “Muslim’s Burden
of Blame Lifts” by Laurie Goodstein and Marylou Tousignant. If the
burden has been lifted from Muslims, on whom does it fall? On Chris-
tians? Of course not.

[Eric Rouleau, who writes for Le Monde, “never used Islam to explain events or
personalities; he seems to have viewed his reporter’s mandate as comprising the analy-
sis of politics, societies, and histories—complex enough as they are—without resorting
to ideological generalizations . . .”—Edward W. Said, Covering Islam, p.117]

[“Describing them as ‘Muslim’ terrorists makes as much sense as referring to
Timothy McVeigh or the Unabomber as Christian terrorists. Or to Colombia’s Catholic
rebels. The Shintoist Japanese Red Army. Or the Greek Orthodox November 17
group.”—Editorial, Toronto Star, June 18, 2000]

[In June 1997, a jury convicted Gulf War veteran Timothy McVeigh of bombing
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building that left 168 people dead.]
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April 28, 1995
Jihad Against Islam

A fact here, a fact there, conclusions out of nowhere, and pretty
soon you have an Islamic conspiracy to subjugate the United States and
terrorize the world. In the recent PBS documentary Jihad in America,
producer Steven Emerson, in his struggle to piece together a story, has
set forth on his own jihad against Islam and Muslims.

Emerson begins with scenes of the World Trade Center bombing,
and the arguable conclusion that the ultimate goal of Muslim extrem-
ists is to establish an Islamic empire. The fact that the so-called extremists
are waging a struggle to recover their lands from which they were forc-
ibly evicted, or struggling for freedom from foreign domination, a
fundamental ideal subscribed to by our founding fathers, is not men-
tioned.

After a perfunctory disclaimer that Islam or Muslims are not the
issue in Jihad in America, which aired on PBS on November 21, 1994,
Emerson and the experts interviewed mention Islam or Muslim about
once a minute for the next fifteen minutes (we stopped counting after
that). Contrast this with coverage of Christian or Jewish wrongdoing
where the religion of the criminal, the militant, or extremist is seldom
mentioned.

We are told “most Americans understand very little about Islam.”
Emerson, however, only adds to the misunderstanding. We are not told
that Islam is the religion based on God’s message conveyed by a line of
prophets including Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad. We are
also not told that Islam recognizes Muslims, Jews, and Christians as
“People of the Book.”

Where Islam unites Muslims, Jews, and Christians, Emerson
struggles to divide. Jihad, the subject of the “documentary,” is not even
defined. We are not told that jihad has many definitions, that in general
it means struggle, and that the highest form of jihad is the struggle
against self.

Emerson then pieces together film clips from diverse sources, and
interviews with a handful of “experts.” From this meager “evidence” he
takes a gigantic leap to the conclusion that there is an Islamic con-
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spiracy to rule the world. The documentary is filled with half truths,
and questionable conclusions. Some examples follow.

Afghanistan’s freedom fighters, which were supported by the U.S.
in their fight to expel the Soviet invasion, are portrayed as Islamic rebels
“dedicated to spreading jihad.” Having expelled the Soviets, these free-
dom fighters talk of spreading their jihad (struggle) to aid neighboring
countries dominated by other foreign powers. Surely “life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness” is not for the U.S. alone.

Yes, Islam is used to rally the freedom fighters, but it is hardly a call
to an armed war to spread Islam around the world. We talk of our War
on Poverty; War on Drugs. President Reagan spoke of a “Crusade Against
Drugs.” Can Emerson not understand the hyperbole in the language of
others?

Emerson jumps from the Ayatollah Khomeini led revolution in Iran
to the assassination of President Sadat. The viewer is not told that it was
the Shah of Iran’s brutal suppression of his people, or of foreign med-
dling and domination in the Middle East that has caused so much
suffering. Instead, selected events are tied together to draw us to
Emerson’s conclusion of a grand Islamic conspiracy.

Emerson sees danger lurking everywhere. The stationery of the
Alkifah Refugee Center in Peshawar, Pakistan (supported by the U.S.),
which in translation reads “Office of Services to the Holy Warriors,” is
a “fact” pointing to a grand Islamic conspiracy. Emerson and the late
Senator McCarthy, who saw communists everywhere, would have found
a lot in common.

Abdullah Azzam, an Afghan freedom fighter, is given prominence
in spreading jihad against Jews, Christians, and moderate Muslims.
Azzam may be talking of an armed war or a struggle to overcome for-
eign domination in the Middle East. But Azzam’s speaking before groups
in the U.S. does not prove a conspiracy to wage an Islamic war on the
U.S.

Was Azzam the sole speaker at these meetings? Who else spoke,
what was said, what action was taken, we are not told. Azzam speaks of
the Soviets who invaded Afghanistan as the “enemy of Allah.” Is this a
call to Islamic war as Emerson portrays it, or merely Azzam’s way of
portraying the Soviet invaders, and their surrogates, so as to rally Af-
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ghan Muslims to drive out the Soviets? Emerson is drawn unquestion-
ably to his conclusion of an Islamic jihad against the world.

We're shown a map of the Middle East and North Africa, and told
that “Islamic holy warriors began launching attacks against Israel, Egypt,
and Algeria.” Who controls these attacks, what is the motive? We are
not told. But Emerson has no doubts that they are all connected in a
grand Islamic conspiracy.

From the Middle East and North Africa, Emerson jumps to Azzam’s
fund raising efforts in the U.S., and branches of the Alkifah Refugee
Center at several U.S. locations, as evidence of jihad in America. Is
fund raising by the Irish in America who support the IRA, the Jews who
support the extremists in Israel, or the fiery speeches of Louis Farrakhan,
evidence of a conspiracy against America?

Target shooting practice by unidentified individuals is portrayed by
Emerson as evidence of Muslims training for holy war. What is their
connection with specific acts of violence? How are they connected in
some grand Islamic conspiracy? Emerson tells us that they are, but for
all we know the target shooters may only be members of the National
Rifle Association pursuing their hobby.

In short, Emerson has taken a real act of terror, the bombing of the
World Trade Center, and isolated events and persons from Pakistan to
the U.S. and woven them with invisible threads into a grand Islamic
conspiracy against the world. Terrorists exist within many countries and
communities, but one man’s terrorist may be another’s freedom fighter.
Emerson fails to show us the threads which weave these diverse Mus-
lims into a jihad against America.

In a nation of immigrants faced with rising tensions among com-
munities, racial divisions, and frustration with immigration, Emerson
uses a broad brush to denigrate Islam and Muslims. He misses the op-
portunity to present issues fairly, to create understanding, and possibly
lead to a just resolution of legitimate grievances. Jihad in America is not
adocumentary. It is a propaganda film like those used to demonize Jews
in the days of Hitler.

[Emerson’s 1991 book Terrorist was “marred by factual errors . . . that betray an

unfamiliarity with the Middle East and a pervasive anti-Arab and anti-Palestinian
bias.”—New York Times, May 19, 1991]
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August 5, 1995
O.J. and Sheikh Rahman: Double Standards of Justice

Our system of justice is supposed to lean in the direction of freeing
the potentially guilty, rather than incarcerating the potentially inno-
cent. When we examine the cases against Mr. O. J. Simpson and Sheikh
Abdel Rahman, we find that the defendant against whom there was the
least evidence will be incarcerated.

We do not know whether Mr. Simpson committed the murders of
which he stands accused. Based upon media reports we do know, how-
ever, that except for Mr. Mark Fuhrman, the evidence and witnesses
against Mr. Simpson were more credible than the evidence and wit-
nesses against Sheikh Rahman.

The New York Times reported that there is scant evidence that Sheikh
Rahman even knew of the plan to bomb the World Trade Center, and
other buildings in New York. The government’s primary witness against
Sheikh Rahman is an FBI informant, Mr. Emad Salem, who confessed
to lying under oath in a previous trial. Six months before the World
Trade Center bombing, the FBI terminated Mr. Salem after he failed
several lie detector tests. Following the bombing, Mr. Salem was rehired
for a fee of over $1 million.

The double standards of our system of “justice,” and the moral bank-
ruptcy of the “experts” is exposed. Most media and expert analyses is
focused upon the Simpson case, and almost none on the Sheikh Rahman
case. If our system is supposed to lean toward freeing the potentially
guilty, rather than incarcerating the potentially innocent, the focus of
analyses should be on the Sheikh Rahman case where the government
used an ancient law regarding seditious conspiracy to silence an un-
popular critic.

For Muslims, who were unjustly accused in the aftermath of the
Oklahoma City bombing, the Sheikh Rahman case is further evidence
of the cold war with Islam which began with the demise of the Soviet
Union. Until Muslims are better organized, the future holds more of
the same for Muslims in America.
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August 9, 1995
‘The Truth About Islam’ Presented to Cardinal Arinze

Cardinal Arinze, at a landmark dialogue with Muslim leaders, was
presented “The Truth About Islam,” a 600 word introduction to Islam,
on behalf of the Wisdom Fund.

The occasion was a dialogue on Muslim-Christian relations in the
world today, hosted by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops
and Catholic Relief Services, U.S. Catholic Conference, at the CRS
headquarters in Baltimore, Maryland. Muslim leaders from across the
U.S. were invited to a roundtable dialogue with H.E. Francis Cardinal
Arinze, President, Pontifical Council for Inter-Religious Dialogue at
the Holy See.

Cardinal Arinze spoke of the need to “look beyond the past,” and
to “begin the process of healing memory.” Quoting Prophet Muhammad,
“No man is a true believer unless he desires for his brother that which
he desires for himself,” Cardinal Arinze underscored the need to build
upon the shared values of Islam and Christianity which bind over one
half of the world’s population. Cardinal William H. Keeler of the Arch-
diocese of Baltimore called media reporting on Islam “cynical and
sensational.”

Mowahid Shah, attorney at law and editor of Eastern Times, speak-
ing on behalf of Muslims, urged religious leaders to speak out forcefully
against the false stigmatizing of Islam and Muslims. “There were two
victims of the Oklahoma City bombing—the innocent dead and the
falsely accused,” said Shah. Prof. Esposito, director of Georegetown
University Center for Muslim and Christian Understanding, stressed
the need to examine media reporting in the wake of the Oklahoma
bombing.

The text of the presentation to Cardinal Arinze includes sayings of
Prophet Muhammad, and is contained in the Appendix. “The Truth
About Islam” is the centerpiece of the Wisdom Fund’s advertising cam-
paign to inform Americans of the history and values shared by Islam,

Christianity, and Judaism.
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August 22, 1995
Muslim Children Forcibly Converted to Christianity

The ABC 20/20 program which aired Friday, August 18, 10:00 PM
EST, depicts the plight of a Muslim family, Sadri and Sebhat Krasniqi,
who had two children snatched from their custody because, according
to a Texas judge, they would be better off in a Christian home.

The assumption that the children would be better off in a Christian
home was clearly articulated by the presiding judge who told 20/20 that
a Christian home would provide greater stability. The children’s father
was subsequently acquitted of the charge, which led to the custody battle,
of sexually abusing his four-year-old daughter. Furthermore, the Texas
Department of Child Protective Services violated its own guidelines
requiring it “to seek placement of the children with the closest religious
and ethnic match.”

The Muslim children, now living in a Christian home, have been
forced to convert to Christianity, and to eat pork, which under Muslim
dietary laws (similar to Jewish dietary laws) is strictly forbidden. The
Krasniqi’s, because of mounting legal bills, have had to sell the four
restaurants the immigrant family had acquired in their pursuit of the
American dream.

The judge’s decision, if allowed to stand, is an ugly stain on our
democratic ideals, and casts serious doubts on the constitutional rights
of minorities and Muslims in America.

September 14, 1995
Peace Prize Awakens Ghosts of Nazi Germany

The award of Germany’s most prestigious cultural prize to Annemarie
Schimmel, 73, a Harvard professor for over 20 years, has awakened the
ghosts of Nazi Germany.

Prof. Schimmel, one of the world’s leading experts on Islamic mys-
ticism, will be presented The Peace Prize of the German Book Trade
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next month. She will join a line of luminaries which include Albert
Schweitzer, Vaclav Havel, Martin Buber, and George Kennan.

The announced award has resulted in a storm of protests from about
220 writers, 100 publishing houses, and several members of parliament
who accuse Prof. Schimmel of being too sympathetic to Islamic funda-
mentalism. The protestors, including novelist Gunter Grass and
philosopher Jurgen Habermas say, “This German Orientalist is a wel-
come guest in totalitarian Islamic states like Iran, but in her entire work
there is not a single reference to human rights violations in these coun-
tries.”

These protests are reminiscent of Nazi Germany and other totali-
tarian regimes. What is more worrisome is the fact that this climate of
xenophobic intolerance has spilled over into the upper crust, and is no
longer confined to the less educated, the working class, or the unem-
ployed. Professor Schimmel is being persecuted for her enlightened
perspective on Islam.

Prof. Schimmel’s works are aimed at providing a better understand-
ing of the Islamic world and the lives of Muslims. She provides an
intellectually valid counterpoint to the generally negative portrayal of
Islam and Muslims in mainstream U.S. media.

Dr. Ayub Ommaya, a Director of The Wisdom Fund, who is very
familiar with Prof. Schimmel’s work, says, “The charges against her are
baseless and irrelevant. Prof. Schimmel is a spiritual person who writes
about Islam and the culture of Muslims. Like Mother Teresa, Prof.
Schimmel is apolitical, and oblivious of the politics of countries she
visits.” Prof. Schimmel, now retired from Harvard, is living among a
Sufi community in the Sind province of Pakistan.

Former peace prize winner George Kennan, however, turned out to
be a closet hawk. Policy Planning Study 23, written by Mr. Kennan for

the U.S. State Department in 1948 says in part:

We have about 50% of the world’s wealth, but only 6.3% of its
population. . . . Our real task in the coming period is to devise a
pattern of relationships which will permit us to maintain this posi-
tion of disparity. . . . To do so, we will have to dispense with all
sentimentality. . . . We should cease to talk about vague and . . .
unreal objectives such as human rights, the raising of living stan-
dards, and democratization.
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This was, of course, a top secret document at the time Kennan was
awarded The Peace Prize of the German Book Trade.

Thus far the selection committee has remained steadfast saying,
“Much of the material we have received encourages us to stand by our
decision.” Those who believe in academic freedom must speak out against
this brazen attack by the vigilantes of political correctness. If we don’t
learn from the lessons of the past, we are doomed to revisit it.

October 12, 1995
Pope’s Vision Strikes Chord Among Muslims

Speaking before the United Nations General Assembly, Pope John
Paul IT’s vision of freedom struck a sympathetic chord among Muslims
in America.

Pope John Paul said freedom is “fulfilled in man’s quest for truth.
Detached from the truth about the human person, freedom deterio-
rates into license into the lives of individuals.” The Pope spoke out
against “the arrogance of power,” and “Utilitarianism, the doctrine which
defines morality not in terms of what is good but of what is advanta-
geous. The subjugation, for example, of a smaller or weaker nation is
claimed to be a good thing solely because it corresponds to the national
interest.”

The Pope’s message at the UN was reinforced in Baltimore, MD,
the site of the first Catholic church in America. The Pope spoke of
justice and peace—tenets central to Islam. The Baltimore event was
covered by the Faith & Values Channel, broadcast nationwide, which
invited representatives of the Christian, Jewish, and Muslim commu-
nity to comment upon the Papal parade live from their studios in New
York. The invitees included Jim Hartz, former anchor of the NBC To-
day Show; Mr. A. J. Cernera president of Sacred Heart University, Rabbi
Bemporad, director Jewish Christian Relations, and Father O’Keefe;
and Mowahid Shah, editor Eastern Times, attorney-at-law, and an advi-
sor at The Wisdom Fund.

Shah, speaking on the Faith & Values Channel, emphasized Islam’s
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concept of justice which promotes “empathy for the needy, and identi-
fication with the have-nots.” Shah praised the Pope’s firm stance on
principles rather than bending to current popular positions. “The Pope’s
message of freedom and justice for all,” said Shah, “is central to Islam,
which recognizes Jews and Christians as people of the Book, and is
rooted in the monotheistic message of Abraham, later prophets, and
completed by the Prophet Muhammad. The symmetry between the
Catholic and Muslim faiths,” said Shah, “was also reflected in the posi-
tions taken by the Vatican and Muslim organizations during the World
Population Conference earlier this year in Cairo, Egypt.”

November 22, 1995
Bosnia ‘Peace’ Treaty Rings Hollow, Future Bleak

The Bosnia peace agreement, brokered in private marathon sessions
by the Clinton administration, raises many more questions than it an-
swers. One thing, however, is certain: the clarion call “never again” rings
hollow, and in effect aggression pays.

If the pact seems to be working it would be a godsend for President
Clinton in his second term election bid. But if American peacekeeping
forces in Bosnia suffer heavy casualties it could be his political demise.
The big domestic question is whether the Republican-controlled Con-
gress will authorize, and even more importantly, finance, the sending of
some 20,000 American troops under NATO command to the Balkans.
Senator Bob Dole, the leading contender for the Republican presiden-
tial nomination, has instead repeatedly called for the lifting of the arms
embargo against the Bosnians.

Exhausted now, the parties to the brutal war in Bosnia, mercifully,
have agreed to stop the killing. But the future looks bleak for the Bosnian
Muslims.

Why did the U.S.-led West deny the Bosnians that most basic of
human rights: the right to self-defense? What will the peace pact achieve
that could not have been realized without the sacrifice of tens of thou-
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sands of Bosnian Muslims? Had President Bush stood firm, the Ortho-
dox Christian Serbs could have been stopped dead in their tracks. But
there was to be no “line in the sand” for the Serbs. Mr. Bush had an
election coming, the euphoria over the Gulf War was wearing thin, and
the U.S. had no vital interests, like oil, in far-off Bosnia.

Today, a number of factors have come together. In recent months,
the Roman Catholic Croats, and Bosnian Muslim Serbs, have recap-
tured large parts of their territories from the Christian Serbs. This
exploded Washington’s nonintervention scenario that repulsing the ag-
gressor Christian Serbs could involve the U.S. in an open-ended
Vietnam-type war. The United Nation’s dismal peacekeeping failure,
the differences between NATO allies and the Atlantic Alliance’s expo-
sure as “a paper tiger,” along with reports of large scale Christian Serb
war crimes, forced the Clinton administration to say “enough is enough,”
and get NATO air power to knock out Christian Serb radar systems
and weapons. Meanwhile, the international sanctions against Belgrade
were hurting Serbia. President Slobodan Milosevic, now uncertain of
support from the ailing Russian President Yeltsin, was forced to accept
the Clinton peace accord.

But for Bosnia itself the future looks grim. Major issues remain
unresolved. How long will U.S. troops be in Bosnia to keep the peace?
If fighting breaks out again, will the Bosnian government have access to
military supplies. Will refugees return to their properties or receive com-
pensation and from whom? Will those indicted for war crimes, like the
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic, be handed over for trial by the
International War Crimes Tribunal at The Hague. Will those whose
friends and families have fought and died in the holocaust learn to live
again in peace?

And will Bosnia be partitioned, like the Middle East, India, and
other countries were partitioned by foreign powers. The aftereffects of
those actions are felt keenly by the citizens of those countries to this
day. Is Bosnia’s misery over? No. Will Bosnia even continue to exist as
agreed to in the treaty? Will the Muslims ultimately be left with only a

city/state: Sarajevo?
[“The most irresponsible mistake of the current Bosnian tragedy is the interna-
tional recognition of a Bosnian state governed by Muslims.”—Henry Kissinger,

Washington Post, May 16, 1993]
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November 23, 1995
Toledo Mosque: Uplifting Sight, Outstanding Community

Driving North on Interstate 75, about an hour South of Detroit,
Michigan, one’s eyes are drawn to the gleaming white dome and mina-
rets of a mosque. As one gets nearer one sees a magnificent white structure
which a sign proclaims is the Islamic Center of Greater Toledo.

The weary traveler, having passed miles of cookie-cutter Americana,
cannot but feel his spirits soar at this uplifting sight. Built on forty-
eight acres of land in 1983, the mosque and surrounding buildings today
cover 40,000 square feet. The sixty-foot dome is flanked by two 135-
foot minarets. The octagonal prayer room can accommodate 1,000
people, there is a 500 seat sermon hall, classroom, offices, a medical
clinic, a huge dining room, and a large commercial kitchen. There are
plans to add two wings: one for a full-time school, and the other for a
home for the elderly. Tours are conducted regularly.

Having been invited to speak at the 12th anniversary celebrations
of the Islamic Center, it was the outstanding Muslim community I found
there which most endeared me to that place. The subject of the seminar
was Islam and Media. The speakers included Prof. William Green, dean
of undergraduate studies at the University of Rochester; Prof. Jack
Shaheen, nationally known commentator and writer, Sr. Sharifa
Alkhateeb of the Muslim Women’s Georgetown Study Project, Mr. Ri-
chard Paton, an editor at The Blade, and the author, representing The
Wisdom Fund.

The Muslim, Christian, and Jewish speakers agreed that media cov-
erage of Islam and Muslims was largely negative. All, except Mr. Paton,
agreed on the need to get more Muslims into the media. Mr. Paton’s
reservations about this suggestion are, perhaps, understandable since
The Blade appears to be an exception and frequently carries profiles of
Muslims and articles from Dr. S. Amjad Hussain, a regular contributor
to The Blade, and President of the Islamic Center.

The audience for the seminar included Muslim’s from many profes-
sions, Christians, and at least one Hindu. The Muslim women were not
restrained by the strict separation common to some Muslim communi-
ties. In fact, the prayer room has only a three foot divider separating the
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men from women. The seminar and Anniversary Dinner were covered
by local media, the mayor attended, and congratulations from George
V. Voinovich, Governor of Ohio and the Greater Toledo community,
were contained in a 30-page program handed out at dinner. Dr. Saleh
Jabrin, a major force behind the building of the mosque, was honored
by having a new wing dedicated in his name.

Having attended functions at other Muslim centers, I was struck
with how well everything was managed. Events were on time, children
well behaved, and everything worked smoothly. In the heartland of the
United States, the Muslim community of Greater Toledo, the manage-
ment of the Islamic Center, and the charming and progressive Imam A.
M. Khattab have set a standard for enlightened Muslims in America.

January 26, 1996
Why the West Fears Islam

When one examines the West’s fear of Islam, and tries to relate it to
the reasons usually given—Muslim fundamentalism, militancy, radi-
calism, terrorism, totalitarianism—it is difficult, if not impossible, to
justify this fear on the basis of the reasons usually given. One has to
believe, however, given all the facts and expertise available to the West,
that the fear has to be rational. What is this fear that causes enemies of
the Muslim world to play subtly on the theme of the Crusades in order
to demonize Islam and Muslims? Let us first examine what it is not,
before we draw our conclusion as to the real reason why the West fears
Islam.

The fear of Islamic fundamentalism, militancy, radicalism, terror-
ism, totalitarianism, and the West’s discovery of the “rogue states,”
appeared quite conveniently with the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the
disintegration of the Soviet Union. Former Defense Secretary
McNamara, in his 1989 testimony before the Senate Budget Commit-
tee, said U.S. defense spending could safely be cut in half. It became
clear that the U.S. had to either undergo massive shifts in spending, a
painful and unwelcome prospect for the defense establishment, or find



20 Enver Masud

new justification for continuing high levels of military expenditures. To
provide this justification, the Pentagon manufactured the threat of “rogue
states and nuclear outlaws.” The Gulf War was a contrived opportunity
to sell this justification to the American people, to protect oil company
profits, and to control the flow of oil to Europe and Japan which need
it much more than does the U.S.

The International Institute for Strategic Studies calculates that the
$262 billion U.S. defense budget accounts for about 37 percent of glo-
bal military expenditures. Russia, Japan, and China will spend about
$80 billion, $42 billion, and $7 billion respectively. The six “rogue
states’—Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria, North Korea—have a combined
annual military budget of $15 billion. The U.S. budget for covert op-
erations (U.S. terrorism?) alone is double this amount. Given the paltry
defense expenditures of all the “rogue states” combined, even after cor-
recting for differences in costs, one has to believe that the “rogue states”
are no match, militarily, for the West.

And, leaving aside the morality of U.S. covert operations which
invite retaliation, Muslim terrorists should not be a major fear. Far more
acts of terrorism and violent crime in the U.S., according to govern-
ment statistics, are committed by non-Muslims than Muslims. And if
Muslims do pose a terrorist threat to the U.S., one hears little discus-
sion of what it is that the terrorists want. Perhaps, all they want is for
the West to stop interfering in their countries, in ways that we would
never tolerate in the U.S.

Islamic totalitarianism, an oxymoron to anyone with even a rudi-
mentary knowledge of Islam, should not be a Western concern. A Muslim
ruler may be totalitarian, but then her rule would not be Islamic. Fur-
thermore, the Western record on supporting totalitarian Muslim
regimes—Iran under the Shah, Iraq before the Gulf War—and doing
business with nondemocratic regimes—China, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia—
speaks for itself.

As for fundamentalism, Islam has no parallel to the U.S. Protestant
Christian movement which opposed modern scientific theory, and which
coined the term in 1920 to designate those “doing battle royal for the
fundamentals.” Rather Islam has, from its birth, stressed the use of rea-
son and logic.
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Islamic law is based upon the Quran, examples and sayings of
Prophet Muhammad, analogical deduction, consensus among the
learned, and individual reasoning. According to Muhammad Asad (The
Message of the Quran) when the Prophet’s contemporaries heard the words
islam and muslim, they understood them as denoting man’s “self-sur-
render to God” and “one who surrenders himself to God,” without
limiting himself to any specific community or denomination, eg. in the
Quran, 3:67, where Abraham is spoken of as having “surrendered him-
self unto God” (kana musliman), or in 3:52 where the disciples of Jesus
say, “Bear thou witness that we have surrendered ourselves unto God
(bianna musliman).” In Arabic, this original meaning has remained un-
impaired.

Absent a generally accepted definition, the label Islamic fundamen-
talism serves only to obscure issues, rather than to illumine them.
Meanwhile, the Christian Coalition, and the zionists and their biblical
claim to Palestine appear fundamentalist to many, yet both are courted
by U.S. politicians, and not viewed as a threat.

One can go on eliminating Western arguments against Islam and
Muslims. Eventually, one has to ask, what then is the source of the
West’s fear of Islam and Muslims?

The late Marshall G. S. Hodgson, in Rethinking World History, states:
“[Islam’s] conscious hopes for a godly world order represent one of the
most remarkable undertakings in world history, and because its less self-
conscious general cultural heritage is laden with human values.” Muslims
see the West beset with broken families, violent crime, and drugs. They
see a society divided by race, religion, and huge disparities in income.
They long for a peaceful life in which they may provide for the basic
needs of their families, and enjoy the respect due to all mankind regard-
less of their race, religion, position, or wealth.

These Muslims see their goals for a more just and compassionate
society thwarted by a corrupt Muslim elite who pursue wealth and power
regardless of the cost to their fellow human beings. They see these elites,
who govern not by consensus as Islam prescribes, permitting outside
powers to exploit their country while they derive few benefits, and find
themselves subordinated by Western influences driving them down the
troubled road taken by the West. They see few opportunities to earn a
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living because most opportunities are withheld for the elites and their
sycophants. And they see these elites remaining silent when their faith,
which offers solutions to the many social problems that plague the West,
is denigrated in the propaganda which serves to maintain these elites.
The Muslim elites’ allies are the defense establishment and the
neoimperialists. Islam’s mandate for justice and compassion opposes
the primary objective of these neoimperialists who follow policies out-
lined in 1948 for the U.S. Department of State by “the leading dove
and peace prize winner” Mr. George Kennan. Kennan’s top secret Policy

Planning Study 23, writes MIT Prof. Noam Chomsky, states in part:
We have about 50% of the world’s wealth, but only 6.3% of its
population. . . . Our real task in the coming period is to devise a
pattern of relationships which will permit us to maintain this posi-
tion of disparity. . . . To do so, we will have to dispense with all
sentimentality. . . . We should cease to talk about vague and . . .
unreal objectives such as human rights, the raising of living stan-
dards, and democratization.

To avoid exposure, these neoimperialists and their allies in the U.S.
defense establishment, spurred by the enemy within, divert attention
by demonizing Islam and Muslims, thereby fanning the fires of bigotry
and raising unrealistic fears among the people of the West.

March 9, 1996
Danger of Islam Self-Evident

From the Khomeini-led revolution in Iran, to Saddam Hussein’s
invasion of Kuwait, to the bombing of the World Trade Center, the
American people have been subjected to relentless anti-Muslim indoc-
trination. It is imbibed with their mother’s milk, stereotyped in their
movies, spelled out in fifteen-second soundbites on television. Their
daily paper offers them headlines that tell them all they need to know.
Politicians and presidents sanctimoniously thrive on it.

The fiercely-held conviction inevitably produced by this insidious
assault upon the intellect is that a great damnation has been unleashed
upon the world, possibly by the devil himself, but in the form of people—
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people not motivated by the same needs, fears, emotions, and personal
morality that govern others of the species, but people engaged in an
extremely clever, monolithic, international conspiracy dedicated to tak-
ing over the world and enslaving it, for reasons not always clear perhaps,
but evil needs no motivation save evil itself.

Moreover, any appearance or claim by these people to be rational
human beings seeking a better kind of world or society is a sham, a
cover-up to delude others, and proof only of their cleverness. The re-
cent bombings which have taken place in Israel are forever proof of the
bankruptcy of virtue and the evil intentions of these people in which-
ever country they may be found, under whatever name they may call
themselves. Most importantly, the only choice open to anyone in the
United States is between the American way of life and Islam’s way of
life—that nothing lies between or beyond these two ways of viewing
the world.

This is how it looks to the simple folk of America. One finds that
media pundits and establishment experts, when probed slightly beneath
the surface of their academic language, see it exactly the same way. To
the mind carefully brought to adulthood in the United States, the dan-
ger of Islam is self-evident; as self-evident as the flatness of the world
once was to an earlier mind.

[Islam having replaced communism as the “Evil Empire,” we adapted this from a

commentary on communism by William Blum, Killing Hope: US Military and CIA
Interventions Since World War 11, with his permission.]

March 22, 1996
Sacrificing Africans, Muslims to Bring Nile Water to Israel

Are the Sudanese people about to be placed on the sacrificial altar
of the Western powers in order to bring water to their progeny—the
state of Israel? Are U.S. citizens and Europeans about to be suckered
into a “peace-making mission” in Sudan?

It is no secret that Israel is thirsting for new supplies of water. Ever
since its birth it has met its water requirements by denying water to the
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native Palestinians. This may change as the Israeli-PLO “peace process”
is played out. And even if current discriminatory water-sharing arrange-
ments continue, Israel is going to need more water to meet its increasing
demand. So how does Sudan enter into the picture?

[ first heard of secret studies to bring the Nile’s water to Israel from
a Kenyan hydrological expert in Tanzania who declined to be quoted
for fear of reprisals. The Nile, of course, runs through Sudan and Egypt.
And while Egypt may be persuaded to surrender its water to Israel, the
Sudanese mainly Muslim regime presents a bigger obstacle.

Being a professional engineer and international consultant, when I
first heard of it, the proposal seemed rather farfetched. However, recent
testimony prepared for the U.S. House of Representatives Committee
on International Relations, by Ms. Muriel Mirak of the Schiller Insti-
tute in Washington, D.C., caused me to reconsider.

Ms. Mirak states that the leading witnesses testifying to alleged white
slavery in Sudan “are acting as agents of a foreign power,” and “are en-
gaged in witting fraud on the Congress.” She further states that the
policies being promoted by Christian Solidarity International, allegedly
“a vehicle of the intelligence services of Great Britain . . . if implemented,
would unleash genocidal war across the entire region of eastern Africa.”

I am reminded of the October 10, 1990 testimony of “Nayirah”
who testified that she had watched infants being taken from incubators
in a Kuwait City hospital, and that the Iraqi soldiers “left the babies on
the cold floor to die.” As we now know “Nayirah” was none other than
the daughter of the Kuwaiti ambassador in Washington, and that the
public relations firm of Hill and Knowlton had staged the event to help
former President Bush justify U.S. intervention in Kuwait.

We also know that the current regime in Sudan is considered hos-
tile to U.S. interests, and that the U.S. has for half a century uncritically
supported the state of Israel. While we admit there are some missing
pieces, here’s how we see the scenario, if left unchallenged, will be played
out.
The U.S. public is persuaded of human rights abuses in Sudan. The
U.S.-led and Great Britain-backed UN passes the needed resolutions.
Sudan is subjected to an embargo. When this fails the U.S. and Euro-

pean powers intervene in Sudan, unleashing civil war across eastern
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Africa. The Sudanese regime is either toppled and replaced with one
subservient to the West, or sufficiently humbled to agree to western
demands to let Israel have the Nile water. U.S. taxpayers then donate
some more billions of dollars to Israel.

Of course, if in the meantime several thousand Africans, Muslims,
and possibly Americans are killed so what? We know that Africans don’t
have the same high regard for human life that we do. Didn’t the U.S.
Supreme Court once state that African Americans were merely prop-
erty—not human beings? And those Muslims should welcome the
opportunity for “jihad” and martyrdom which would send them straight
to heaven. And our boys will have died defending American values.

If all this comes to pass, we can count on our media to give it the
proper spin so that we can feel good about going to the aid of yet an-
other third world nation that cannot quite take care of itself. And the
U.S. Congress and our President can continue to deny the American
people the peace dividend that was to have come from the end of the
cold war with the former U.S.S.R.

[“The only matter that could take Egypt to war again is water.”—Anwar Sadat,
1979.]

[“The next war in our region will be over the waters of the Nile, not politics.”—
Boutrous Ghali, 1988]

March 26, 1996
Libya: Who's Terrorizing Whom

Today, the Washington Post reported unrest in Libya which the Liby-
ans believe is led by a Col. Khalifa Haftar based in the U.S.

Col. Haftar is reported to be the leader of a contra-style group based
in the U.S. called the Libyan National Army. This group is supported
by the U.S., and has been given training facilities in the U.S. It’s a good
presumption that Col. Haftar’s group operates in Libya with the bless-
ings of our government.

On May 17, 1991, the Washington Times reported that three hun-
dred and fifty Libyans would arrive soon in the United States.
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It turns out that the Libyans who arrived in the U.S. in 1991 were
not the Libyan President Ghaddafi’s terrorists. They were our folks,
trained by our CIA. These terrorists, which our government (ever mind-
ful of our sensitivities) prefers to call guerillas, were trained by our CIA
to topple President Ghaddafi. Last December 1990, when a new gov-
ernment less sympathetic to our mission was formed in Chad, we tried
to find another home for our folks. It seemed that no one wanted our
recruits, and so they were flown to the United States from Kenya where
they were being temporarily housed. Col. Haftar was part of this group.

The question is, “Is Libya terrorizing the U.S., or is the U.S. terror-
izing Libya?” Imagine the media frenzy if the situation were reversed.

March 29, 1996
Propaganda Merchants Posing as Terrorism Experts

At a seminar on terrorism, held yesterday at the prestigious Center
for Strategic and International Studies of George Washington Univer-
sity, all it took was two simple questions to expose experts on terrorism
for what they are—merchants of anti-Islamic propaganda. The seminar
panel included the head of the CSIS terrorism project, a Voice of America
spokesman, former officials of the U.S. Department of State, and oth-
ers from various think tanks.

The experts delivered the usual anti-Islamic propaganda: mosques
posing as fronts for terrorists groups; the threat of the rogue states of
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Sudan, Syria, and the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction. When finally permitted to speak, we asked, “Why would
these countries want to terrorize the United States, and why is there no
one on the panel with an opposing point of view?”

In all my years managing research programs and projects for the
U.S. government and around the world, I cannot recall a single issue as
broad as terrorism on which experts did not have opposing views. Only
by sifting through opposing views can one hope to arrive at the truth.
And what motive do Iran, Iraq, Libya, Sudan, Syria have to terrorize the
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U.S.? Given that the $262 billion U.S. defense budget accounts for
about 37 percent of global military expenditures, while the six rogue
states—Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria, North Korea—have a combined
annual military budget of $15 billion, what do these “rogue” states hope
to gain?

The panel on terrorism had no answer. They did, however, ask who
we would recommend for future panels. We gave three names: William
Blum—former employee of the U.S. Department of State; Noam
Chomsky—youngest tenured professor at MIT; Howard Zinn—pro-
fessor at Boston University. All are of Jewish origin.

April 25, 1996
Gunning for Libya: The Holocaust Continues

At a Defense Department briefing on April 23, a senior defense
official stated that the United States would not exclude the use of nuclear
weapons to destroy Libya’s chemical plant at Tarhunah. This plant, said
the official, “is not in the interest of peace, not in the interest of stabil-
ity, and not in the interest of world order.”

Libya was blamed in the 1970s and "80s, writes William Blum in
Killing Hope, for supporting “a wide array of radical/insurgent/terrorist
organizations . . . in various parts of the Middle East, Africa, and Asia;
as well as the IRA and Basque and Corsican separatists in Europe . . .
the list is without end.” “It is the notion,” writes Bill Schaap in Covert
Action Information Bulletin, No. 30, “that the Libyan leader, Col.
Muammar Qaddafi, is responsible for every act of terrorism in the world.”

The rogue states have replaced native Americans—described in the
U.S. Declaration of Independence as “the merciless Indian Savages,
whose known Rule of Warfare, is an undistinguished Destruction, of all
Ages, Sexes and Conditions”—as the new all purpose villains.

“Our evidence is direct, it is precise, it is irrefutable,” announced
U.S. President Reagan in explaining the American bombing attack on
Libya of April 14, 1986 in retaliation for the alleged Libyan bombing
nine days earlier of a West Berlin nightclub frequented by U.S. service-
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men. The German government, however, remained critical and skepti-
cal of the American position linking Libya to the bombing.

Five months after the December 21, 1988 explosion of Pan Am
flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, the U.S. State Department an-
nounced that the CIA was confident that the villains were members of
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine led by Ahmed Jibril
based in Syria. But when Syria allied with the U.S. in the Gulf War the
blame was shifted to Libya.

Conveniently ignored is U.S. bombing of innocent civilians in Libya,
including Col. Qaddafi’s young daughter, the calculated devastation of
Iraq during the Gulf War, and the suffering and death of countless Iraqi
civilians in violation of the Christian definition of a “just” war.

Conveniently ignored is Israel’s arsenal of nuclear weapons, its re-
fusal to sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, its refusal to abide
by UN resolutions, its collective punishment of Palestinians, its contin-
ued building of settlements on occupied territories, and its repeated
incursions into and bombing of Lebanon.

Conveniently ignored are the U.S. use of Agent Orange in Vietnam
which devastated that country which had long been a pawn of the su-
perpowers, and the U.S. use of secret experiments on its own citizens
with radiation, and chemical and biological weapons.

Conveniently ignored is the continuing need to justify the $262
billion U.S. defense budget which accounts for about 37 percent of
global military expenditures. In 1996, Russia, Japan, and China each
will spend about $80 billion, $42 billion, and $7 billion respectively.
The six “rogue states”—Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria, North Korea—
have a combined annual budget of $15 billion. The U.S. budget for
covert operations (i.e. terrorism and support of terrorism) alone is over
$29 billion.

Regardless of the facts, Col. Qaddafi remains the villain who threat-
ens world order. We are frequently reminded that U.S. intervention is
needed to extend our version of democracy, and our notions of human
rights. The British empire felt it was its duty to civilize the heathen
nations of the world. They devastated those nations as a result.

Take the case of India and China.

Clifford D. Conner, an adjunct assistant professor of history at John
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Jay College of Criminal Justice, in a letter to the Editor of the New York
Times wrote: “In 1750, India produced almost 25 percent of the world’s
total manufactured goods. By 1914, India’s share had dropped to 2 per-
cent. In 1750 India’s largest export was cotton textiles. By 1850, its
largest export was opium, which Britain used to balance its trade with
China.” The British forced India to grow opium, and then they went to
war with China to force it to buy the opium.

According to Australian journalist John Pilger: “In Late Victorian
Holocausts, the historian Mike Davis documents that as many as 21
million Indians died unnecessarily in famines criminally imposed by
British colonial policies.”

Of course, the U.S. government cannot tell the decent folk of
America its real aims outlined in 1948 by “the leading dove and peace
prize winner” Mr. George Kennan for the U.S. Department of State. In
his top secret Policy Planning Study 23, Mr. Kennan stated in part:

We have about 50% of the world’s wealth, but only 6.3% of its
population. . . . Our real task in the coming period is to devise a
pattern of relationships which will permit us to maintain this posi-
tion of disparity. . . . To do so, we will have to dispense with all
sentimentality. . . . We should cease to talk about vague and . . .

unreal objectives such as human rights, the raising of living stan-
dards, and democratization.

Just over 200 years ago, on July 4, 1776, the U.S. rallied people to
these marvelous words in the Declaration of Independence: “WE hold
these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, thatamong
these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” The proclama-
tion of that lofty ideal followed the holocaust of about 15 million native
Americans, and has yet to be fully realized in the U.S. And beyond the
shores of the U.S., presumably, these “Truths” do not apply.

[Dollar amounts for defense spending should be taken with caution. Updated
data may be obtained from the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.]

[According to Robert D. Crane, principal foreign policy advisor to Richard Nixon
from 1963 to 1968, President Reagan, after his attempted assassination, said that his
only purpose for the rest of his life was to be an instrument of God in bringing good-
ness and peace to the world. Adds Dr. Crane, “Completing the American revolution
is another term for Islamizing the world.”—"“The Grand Strategy of the Great Jihad,”
Middle East Affairs Journal, Summer/Fall 1998]
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May 6, 1996
Nuclear Contamination of Gulf War Battlefields Reported

The battlefields of the Gulf War are reported to be contaminated
with nuclear materials—a by-product of the depleted uranium shells
fired by U.S. tanks during Operation Desert Storm.

Depleted uranium munitions are reported to have been used in
Operation Desert Storm because of their spectacular armor piercing
capabilities at long distances. The 120 mm cannon shell used by the
U.S. army’s M1A1 Abrams tank, the 30 mm bullets used by A-10 anti-
tank aircraft, the munitions used by Britain’s Challenger tank, and the
U.S. and British navies' Phalanx gun systems are manufactured from
depleted uranium (DU).

When DU munitions explode they create microscopic airborne
particles which contaminate soil, and ground and surface water for sev-
eral kilometers. “They have contaminated Iraq’s soil and water table
with toxic and carcinogenic dust that will last 4,500 million years [sic].
The dust released from these uranium tipped shells as they explode
causes genetic damage and has been linked to rises in childhood cancers
in Iraq” reports Hugh Livingstone of The Edge Gallery.

The Edge Gallery, London, England is planning an exhibit, docu-
mentary, and symposium on the testing, combat use, and possible health
hazards of DU weapons. Gallery personnel have also collected docu-
ments and accounts from Gulf War veterans, doctors, scientists, and
environmentalists from America, Britain, Holland, and Iraq.

If the reports are correct, the use of DU in weapons is a callous
solution to the nuclear industry’s problem of waste disposal. In Britain
and America where DU is produced as a by-product of uranium en-
richment it is classified as nuclear waste subject to stringent regulations
for handling and disposal. Yet as a weapon it becomes “conventional.”
The U.S. Department of Energy is reported to be virtually giving away
the DU to munitions manufacturers.

The Gulf War was the first opportunity that U.S. and British forces
had to test their DU weapons in combat conditions. There is specula-
tion that the Gulf War Syndrome may be related to DU
contamination.
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June 26, 1996
Media Frenzy to Demonize Muslims

The bombing of the Khobar barracks in Saudi Arabia unleashed a
media frenzy denigrating Islam, demonizing Muslims. The same thing
happened in April 1995 following the Oklahoma City bombing until
two Christians were caught and charged as the alleged perpetrators.

By then the damage had been done to the Muslim community.
Over 200 incidents against Muslims were reported. However, the Okla-
homa City bombing raised no voices against Christianity and Christians.

Now the bombing in Saudi Arabia has the Washington Post and oth-
ers raising fears of “Islamic terrorism” and “Muslim fundamentalists.”
CNN blames “pro-Islam, anti-U.S.” Muslims as the likely perpetrators
even before law enforcement agencies have identified any suspects.

And what’s Islamic about terrorism? Self defense yes, just war yes,
but we find no verse in the Quran, the authoritative text on Islam,
condoning terrorism. Even if the perpetrators of the Saudi bombing are
Muslim, there is nothing Islamic about their act.

As for Islamic fundamentalism, the media have yet to tell us what it
is. Christian fundamentalism is a term applied to doctrines which are
based on a literal interpretation of the Bible. There is no parallel in
Islam. Christian fundamentalism is defined in terms of the irreducible
minimum of Christian belief. If pressed for an answer, we would say the
irreducible minimum for being Muslim is to profess: “There is no god
but God; Muhammad is the Messenger of God.” In the U.S., whose
constitution guarantees the free exercise of all religions, why is this a
public concern?

And as for being “pro-Islam, anti-U.S.,” what does that mean? Be-
ing pro-Islam has about as much to do with being pro- or anti-U.S. as it
has to do with being pro- or anti-Mars!

But the U.S. media, not known for accuracy and fairness when it
comes to Islam and Muslims, hide behind meaningless labels, cite the
rhetoric of hatemongers, and then bemoan the divisions within the U.S.
that are tearing apart the very fabric of our society. The enemy is not
out there. It is here. It is among us.
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July 10, 1996
Antislavery Advocates Allies in Exploitation of Sudan?

Are antislavery advocates unwitting allies in the propaganda cam-
paign to exploit Sudan? If they’re not careful, they may become just
that.

Sudan is the largest country in Africa, slightly more than one-quar-
ter the size of the U.S., and is dominated by the Nile and its tributaries.
According to the CIA’s World Factbook the ethnic background of the 30
million Sudanese is 52% black, 39% Arab, 9% others. The major reli-
gions are Sunni Muslim 70% (mostly in the north), indigenous beliefs
25%, Christian 5%. Several languages are spoken.

Sudan emerged from British colonialism and Egyptian domination
on January 1, 1956 with power concentrated in the central govern-
ment, and disparities among the regions. The colonial masters attempted,
as in India, to exploit religious and ethnic differences to turn the North
against the South; to divide and rule. In 1956, the South had one el-
ementary school.

Since independence Sudan has had several governments. A series of
conferences, sponsored by the current government, have led to plans
for sharing power and resources among the 26 newly established states
(previously there were 9 regions), and for addressing the issues con-
fronting this emerging nation. Recently, Sudan has been threatened with
“compulsory withdrawal” from the International Monetary Fund, and
foreign intervention over allegations of slavery.

Sudan has reserves of petroleum, iron ore, copper, chromium ore,
zing, tungsten, mica, silver, and gold which the West would like to ex-
ploit. Is Sudan facing IMF sanctions because it is in arrears, or because
it exceeded IMF targets for development? And, like Libya which was
threatened with U.S. bombing over a weapons factory at Tarhunah
(which Libya claims to be an irrigation tunnel), is Sudan being threat-
ened with intervention over slavery to provide an excuse for Western
domination or justification for U.S. defense spending which former
Defense Secretary McNamara testified could safely be cut in half?

The Sudan government claims that the “slavery” is, in fact, hostage
taking among rival tribes in the largely non-Muslim South which the
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government is trying to control. We are told this has been common
practice over the ages, and the hostages (or prisoners) are usually re-
turned or exchanged within days.

One thing is clear. No Sudanese government can justify slavery to a
largely Muslim people. Islam, the faith of the Muslim people is un-
equivocally opposed to slavery. The first call to prayer at the Quba
mosque in Madinah, built by Prophet Muhammad himself, was given
by the freed slave Bilal. From its very beginning in the seventh century,
much of the conversion to Islam, wrongly attributed to the sword, was
because of the equality Islam offered. It is something that the U.S. only

promised in 1776, began to deliver in 1964, and the promise has yet to
be fulfilled.

So before the antislavery advocates rush to judgement, and support
measures which may force the North-South division sought by Sudan’s
colonial masters, they should ask, “Are we helping the Sudanese people,
or those who seek to dominate and exploit them?”

[“Police have arrested a 37-year-old man in connection with claims by dozens of
deaf Mexicans, rescued by authorities, who said they were forced to work for him for
slave wages in New York.”—Jeanne King, “NY Man Arrested in Mexican Slave-Labor
Case,” Reuters, July 20, 1997]

[“The trans-Adlantic slave trade is perhaps the most horrific event in the history
of Western civilization, the sort of slavery that still exists in many parts of Africa is not
the same thing.”—David Hecht, BBC Correspondent, February 14, 1998]

[“Of the thousands of women brought to Israel each year to work as prostitutes,
many are enslaved, beaten and raped by their pimps.”—Ina Friedman, “Victoria’s,
and Israel’s, Ugly Secret,” Jerusalem Report]

[“The European Union currently estimates some 500,000 women and girls alone
enter Europe as illegal immigrants every year, and crime syndicates have turned hu-
man trafficking into the fastest expanding part of their business”—Raf Casert, “EU
Debates Modern Slavery Crackdown,” Associated Press, February 9, 2001]

[“Each year, 50,000 women are taken to the US to work as sex slaves, officials
said. Feeder countries include Ukraine, Albania, the Philippines, Thailand, Mexico
and Nigeria. Trafficking of women and children ‘may be the largest manifestation of
slavery in the world today,” said the panel chairman, Sam Brownback.”—“Crack-
down on Sex Slavery,” BBC News Online, February 23, 2000]

[“A State Department report Thursday said . . . an estimated 700,000 persons a
year are transported across international borders to work in sweatshops, construction
sites, brothels and fields. Included are several democracies with close ties to the United
States: Israel, Greece, Turkey and South Korea.”—“Report Cites 23 Countries in Hu-
man Trafficking,” Associated Press, July 14, 2001]
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July 24, 1996
TWA Flight 800: Closing the Doors on Reason

There are signs that the doors are beginning to close on logic and
reason, and the propaganda machinery is cranking up to name a “cul-
prit” in the downing of TWA Flight 800.

In it’s July 23 editorial, the Washington Post advises that while the
“evidence of terrorism is not yet there,” that “courtroom-type proof”
may be hard to come by, that “international validation before the act of
punishment would be the best way to go, but if that is not feasible a
national decision by the injured party, the United States, ought to suf-
fice.”

Within the past week, the media has also reported on Iranian ef-
forts to purchase nuclear technologies from German firms.

The “injured party” we believe are first and foremost the passengers
and crew on TWA Flight 800, second their loved ones, third TWA, and
fourth, possibly, the United States. In fact, eyewitness reports suggest
that the U.S. may be the guilty party. There has been nothing to link
Iran, or other “rogue” states to this tragedy.

Shanti RTV of the United Kingdom reports, “One hundred wit-
nesses have apparently already told the FBI or other law enforcement
agencies that they saw an object flying through the air toward the jet,
near the jet, or hitting the jet.” And that “French sources reported on
Sunday . . . that French Defense Ministry experts say it is possible that
the TWA Boeing 747 which exploded last week was accidentally hit by
a missile fired by a U.S. Army unit in the region.” It is further reported
that “the French experts believe that . . . the infrastructure needed to
fire a missile powerful enough to hit a plane at that altitude is only
possessed by army units.”

There are also reports that efforts are underway to oust the Suffolk
County Medical Examiner Dr. Witli, apparently a man of exceptional
skill and integrity, for his reluctance to participate in a cover up. Logic
and reason demand that we look at all the options as Mr. Kallstrom, the
FBI agent in charge, has said.

Provided that mechanical failure is ruled out, these options may be
identified, by asking, “Who gains and who loses from this tragedy?”
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Those who stand to gain the most are more likely culprits than those
who stand to lose the most.

A healthy dose of skepticism may also be in order. Five months after
the December 21, 1988 explosion of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie,
Scotland, the U.S. Department of State announced that the CIA was
confident that the villains were members of the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine led by Ahmed Jibril based in Syria. But when
Syria allied with the U.S. in the Gulf War the blame was shifted to
Libya.

[The Press-Enterprise reported today that newly disclosed evidence “points to a
missile” as the cause of the explosion that killed all 230 people aboard TWA Flight
800 off New York’s Long Island. The evidence includes reddish residue found on

several seat backs that laboratory analysis showed to be “consistent with solid missile
fuel” ingredients, the newspaper said.—Associated Press, March 10, 1997]

July 29, 1996
TWA Flight 800: Predictably, Media Turns on Muslims

Predictably, the U.S. media has turned on Muslims in the Middle
East as likely terrorists who bombed TWA Flight 800.

CNN in its reporting today may be the first to do so, but other
media pundits can’t be far behind. Mr. Kallstrom, the FBI investigator
in charge, says that in forty-eight hours, perhaps, the FBI may be pre-
pared to say whether it was a bomb or missile that brought down TWA
Flight 800. Does CNN know something that the FBI doesn’t as to what
caused the TWA plane to blow apart?

Certainly, Middle East groups should be suspect. But what about
Christians in the Middle East? Christian Arabs, generally, are united
with Muslim Arabs in resisting U.S. supported Israeli domination of
the Middle East. And why blame “Muslims?” The bombing of the
Murrah building in Oklahoma City did not elicit media voices against
Christians. Muslims from the Middle East were initially blamed. The
Tokyo subway gassing did not elicit media voices against Buddhists.
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Blame was narrowed to a cult. Why is it that Muslims, again, are de-
monized?

And are Middle East groups the only ones who had the means,
motive, and opportunity to bring down the TWA plane? We don’t think
so. If the FBI determines it was a missile that shot down the TWA
plane, it is less likely, according to French authorities, that such missiles
are possessed by Middle East groups.

In fact the media have been remarkably silent about coroner reports
as to cause of death, and U.S. military activity in the area of the crash.
In his book, The Fire This Time, former U.S. Attorney General Ramsey
Clark says that the U.S. government bears prime responsibility for the
Gulf War which was planned in Washington long before the first Iraqi
soldier entered Kuwait. This was done, says Mr. Clark, to protect oil
company profits, control oil supplies to Europe and Japan, and to bol-
ster U.S. military spending.

Could it be that an accidental shoot down of the TWA plane by the
U.S. military is being seized upon as another opportunity to revive the
bogey of Islamic fundamentalism (Leon T. Hadar, The Green Peril: Cre-
ating The Islamic Fundamentalist Threat, and Michael T. Klare, Rogue
States and Nuclear Outlaws), to bolster defense spending? Or is it an
opportunity for an attack on Libya or Iran? Just a few weeks ago the
U.S. threatened to drop a nuclear bomb on an alleged Libyan weapons
factory which Libya claims is an irrigation tunnel, and the Israelis have
been trying to enlist U.S. support against Iran.

A responsible media should be making sure that all who had means,
motive (either to commit the crime or to conceal an accident), and
opportunity to down the TWA plane are thoroughly investigated. They
should not be demonizing Muslims.

[“In January 1997 . . . the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms concluded
that mechanical failure had caused the tragedy. But FBI officials, still convinced ter-
rorists had downed the plane with a bomb or a missile, dismissed the 24-page report
as ‘unprofessional and reprehensible,” and even persuaded a Treasury Department
undersecretary to help them suppress it.”—Michael Grunwald, “FBI Sought to Sup-
press Report on TWA Crash,” Washington Post, May 9, 1999]

[TWA 800 Eyewitness Alliance, in a full-page advertisement in the Washington
Times, August 15, 2000, stated: “We saw TWA Flight 800 shot down by missiles, and

we won't be silenced any longer.”]
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August 2, 1996
Islamic Fundamentalism $500 Billion Bogey

Welfare “reform” expected to save $55 billion in six years

An extra $437 billion, the difference between what former Secre-
tary of Defense McNamara recommended, and what will have been
spent through 1996, was pumped into the Pentagon budget, from 1990
through 1996, to defend the U.S. from the bogey of Islamic fundamen-
talism. With interest at seven percent this amounts to over $500 billion.

To put this spending in perspective, the $266 billion U.S. defense
budget for 1996 accounts for about 37 percent of global military ex-
penditures. Russia, Japan, and China each will spend about $80 billion,
$42 billion, and $7 billion. The U.S. budget for covert operations alone
is over $29 billion!

Perhaps an even better perspective is gained by comparing the un-
necessary $500 billion pumped into defense spending with the welfare
“reform” bill which President Clinton is expected to sign. The welfare
“reform” bill is expected to save $55 billion over the next six years.

September 4, 1996
U.S. Threatened to Nuke Libya Water Project

As part of the celebrations marking the 27th anniversary of Libya’s
September 1, 1969 revolution, Colonel Mu'ammar al-Qadhafi inaugu-
rated the second stage of the Great Man-Made River project which last
April the U.S. threatened to attack with nuclear weapons.

Labelled by the international press as the 8th Wonder of the World,
the project launched in 1984 and built with the help of Korean firms
includes 4,000 km of pipelines, and two aqueducts of 1,000 km. When
completed it will bring five million cubic meters per day of water from
desert aquifers to Libya’s coastal cities. It will eventually increase the size
of Libya’s arable land by over 70 percent. The total cost of the huge
project is expected to exceed $25 billion.
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Because the “Jabal Nefussa” mountainous formation blocks the flow
of water from the aquifers to the coast, it was necessary to drill a tunnel
through the mountains and to install a pumping station at Tarhunah.
This pumping station was described, according to the Washington Post,
as a chemical plant at a Defense Department briefing on April 23, 1996
where a senior defense official stated that the United States would not
exclude the use of nuclear weapons to destroy it. This plant, said the
official, “is not in the interest of peace, not in the interest of stability,
and not in the interest of world order.” U.S. Secretary of Defense, Wil-
liam Perry, confirmed that the use of nuclear weapons to destroy this
chemical weapons factory was not excluded.

Last Saturday, Presidents Alpha Omar Konare of Mali, Jerry Rawlings
of Ghana, Lansana Conte of Guinea, Ibrahim Mainasara Bare of Niger
and other guests including Nation of Islam leader, Louis Farrakhan,
joined Libyan leader Col. Mu'ammar al-Qadhafi to simultaneously push
buttons which caused a barrier to open allowing the chemical com-
pound H2O (aka water) to gush forth to fill the Garabouli dam, 60 km
east of Tripoli, and to begin supplying water for drinking and irrigation
to Libya’s northwestern coastal plains.

Some intelligence services believe, however, that a chemical weap-
ons factory does exist at Tarhunah. If so they should present their evidence
to the relevant international organization for appropriate action. The
Great Man-Made River project should not be threatened with nuclear
strikes.

September 12, 1996
Values You May Not Want to Teach Children

U.S. foreign affairs offer a lesson in American values, but these may
not be the values you want to teach your children.

Take the lessons learned from the September 3, U.S. cruise missile
attack on Southern Iraq, which according to President Clinton was “to
make Saddam pay a price for the latest act of brutality.” The U.S. may



The War on Islam 39

have prevented the Iraqi brutality with a stern warning. A British news-
paper, The Independent, said that the KDP (Kurdish party) chief Massoud
Barzani warned the United States before its missile attacks that Iran was
already supporting the PUK, and that his faction would turn to Baghdad
for support if Washington did nothing. The paper said the KDP sent a
memo to U.S. officials before the attack on Arbil saying: “Our options
are limited . . . Since the U.S. is not responding even politically . . . the
only option left is the Iragis.”

So when the Iraqi government goes to the aid of the KDP, which is
under attack by the PUK supported by Iran, the U.S. attacks Iraq! Tur-
key is given the green light by the U.S. to set up a “security zone” in
Northern Iraq, to attack villages and refugee camps within Iraq, and to
create many thousands more refugees! And then a CIA operation to
topple the Iragi government is exposed in Iraq.

Or take the lessons learned from the Russian bombardment of the
Chechens which left 40,000 dead and many more wounded. The U.S.
continued to give billions in aid to Russia, interfered in the Russian
elections to assure the reelection of Russian President Yeltsin, and pos-
sibly had a hand in the killing of the Chechen leader, and war hero,
General Dudayev. It is believed that only the U.S. possesses the tech-
nology used to target and bomb General Dudayev while using a cellular
phone.

Or take the lessons learned from U.S. efforts to impose sanctions
on Sudan for slavery which the government of Sudan claims is hostage
taking among rival tribes, and has outlawed. But the U.S. remains si-
lent about UN reports of 25,000 to 30,000 Nepali women, many of
them minor, who have been sold into prostitution in India by women
traffickers. And what of the thousands who turn to prostitution, and
develop AIDS, lured by the fortunes to be made at U.S. bases overseas?

Or take the lessons learned from Bosnia where a UN member coun-
try is dismembered, and massive genocide is committed. The U.S.
prevents the Bosnians from defending themselves by imposing an arms
embargo, replaces the Bosnian constitution with the Dayton peace ac-
cords, forces the Bosnians into an election schedule which may assure
that the gains of Serbian aggression are perpetuated, and makes no seri-
ous effort to apprehend the war criminals.
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Or take the lessons learned from the U.S. threats of a nuclear attack
on Libya last April. The alleged Libyan chemical warfare plant in a
tunnel at Tarhunah was inaugurated September 1. The “chemical weap-
ons plant,” it seems, is a man-made river bringing water from desert
aquifers to Libya’s coastal population.

Or take the lessons learned from the muted U.S. response to the
Israeli bombing of the UN post at Qana in Lebanon, the lack of U.S.
enthusiasm for enforcing UN resolutions against Israel, and U.S. ef-
forts to deny weapons to mainly Muslim countries, while Israel stockpiles
200 to 300 nuclear warheads and 1,500 kilometer range missiles, and
receives over three billion dollars in U.S. aid annually.

Try explaining these lessons to your children. And the next time
one of them blows away an innocent American with a handgun or Uzi,
you'll know where the child learned his values.

September 13, 1996
Islamic Fundamentalism Greatest Dange